later followed Sally and Phyllis to the Grassfields noted with no little envy the great access afforded to them by colonial and traditional authorities alike.
Further field trips to the Grassfields with Phyllis took place in 1960, and also in 1963 to the newly independent federal Cameroon. During these two trips, they covered much of what was then known as the Bamenda Grassfields and, anticipating later developments in anthropology, decided to eschew monographs for a more regional approach. The welcome outcome was their joint publication in 1968 of Traditional Bamenda, a foundation work on the ethnography and history of the Bamenda Grassfields.
In the meantime, while taking up the posts of Principal of Bedford College and then Principal of Lady Margaret Hall (1971-79), she published widely on the ethnography and political and economic history of various Grassfields communities. Sadly, Phyllis Kaberry died in 1977. After her retirement in 1979, Sally Chilver moved into a small house in Oxford; this became an informal research centre as she picked up the reins of Grassfields studies and revitalized the academic network Phyllis had formed among students both of and from Cameroon. She worked indefatigably from dawn to dusk daily, transcribing and indexing both her own field notes and Phyllis's, the latter written in a spidery scrawl only Sally could decipher. She combined these into sets of working notes. Her output encompassed commentaries, recensions and epitomes of a broad range of published and unpublished texts on the Grassfields, including very useful translations of early German archival documents.
All these materials she dutifully distributed widely among the growing community of Grassfields researchers. For over three decades her sitting room, with its huge table, typewriter and notes piled high, was a Mecca for Cameroon students coming to the UK and for researchers, new and old, working on the Grassfields. Longevity naturally has its drawbacks. A good number of the highly successful and admired Cameroonian scholars she encouraged and fostered in person and through deep correspondence have predeceased her -notably Faay Li Wong (Joseph Lafon), Chem Langhee, William Banboyee and Bernard Fonlon, the very first Anglophone Cameroonian to gain a PhD.
In her later years, Sally Chilver collaborated in her publications with Cameroonians and others. Her last major volume, published in 2001 and written together with Ute Röschenthaler in the Berghahn series Cameroon Studies, was on Max Esser and the economic foundations of the German colonial state of Kamerun. In 2009 she contributed a chapter to a festschrift dedicated to her very good friend, and fellow Cameroonist, Shirley Ardener. Fittingly, this was an epitome and translation of extracts from Hermann Detzner's largely unavailable 1923 volume, written in German, on the Anglo-German Boundary Commission of 1912-13.
Her eyesight failed, but her interest in Cameroon never did. She would concentrate intently if anything about the country were read to her. When, at the age of ninety-eight and a half, an article in History Today by Kathryn Hadley was read, she listened keenly for the necessary 15 minutes or so, needing only one word to be repeated, and at the end said decisively: 'There's enough there to correct a whole chapter of what has been written elsewhere.' 
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